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It just keeps getting better. Since the HDR Foundation was created in 2012, we’ve grown exponentially. From grant money distributed to 
employee contributions – 2016 was our best year yet. 

This report tells the story of our foundation in 2016. But it’s much more than numbers. You can see the impact we created in the 
communities where we live and work, and the people behind that impact. More than anything, you can see that at HDR, we have a 
passion for giving back, and that is exemplified by the HDR Foundation. 

$524,808 IN DONATIONS RECEIVED 

1,688 EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTORS

= 50 people

CONTRIBUTIONS

GRANTS

$341,158.10 TOTAL

$213,768.10
IN LARGE GRANTS

$117,390 
IN SMALL GRANTS

$10,000 
DISASTER RELIEF 
GRANT 

Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation
Spring Church, Pennsylvania
$15,000
Capitol Land Trust
Olympia, Washington
$14,890
Community Housing of Wyandotte County
Kansas City, Kansas
$15,000
Cornbelt Diabetes Connection
Omaha, Nebraska
$15,000
Heartland Equine Therapeutic  
Riding Academy 
Gretna, Nebraska 
$15,000
Kids Against Hunger
Omaha, Nebraska
$12,500
Minnesota Literacy Council
St. Paul, Minnesota
$15,000
Nordic Journeys
Anchorage, Alaska
$15,000

Bluff Lake Nature Center
Denver, Colorado
$16,000
Bridges to Prosperity
Denver, Colorado
$30,000
Heart of America Council -  
Boy Scouts of America
Kansas City, Missouri
$80,000
Meals on Wheels Central Texas
Austin, Texas
$21,104
NorthStar Foundation
Omaha, Nebraska
$66,664.10

Disaster Relief Grant
$10,000

= $10,000 to Disaster Relief Fund= $10,000 to Grant Giving Fund

A Message from the Chairman

It was another great year for the HDR 
Foundation. We not only continued to 
see growth in donations and grant money 
distributed, but we also saw increased 
engagement from our employees.

Our Ambassador Program had an inaugural 
class of 23 employees who were tasked with 
growing awareness of the HDR Foundation. 

These ambassadors hold regular events and assist employees 
through the grant application process. 

In addition, we created an at-large position on the Grant Giving 
Committee as a way to involve more employees in the foundation. 
We also added a young professional seat to the HDR Foundation 
Board of Directors. 

We’re happy to announce that we will add an executive director 
for the HDR Foundation in 2017. This individual will bring strategic 
vision to our foundation and help us adapt with our growth.

I thank all of our employees for helping the HDR Foundation find 
success. I enjoy seeing the impact that every one of our employee 
contributors is helping to create within HDR and our communities.

Eric Keen 
Chairman, HDR Foundation Board

Our Financials



1 | Turning Desire into Design
Volunteers from the Omaha office have been working with the 
NorthStar Foundation for nearly three years. As boys would age out 
as high school students, they slowly returned, wanting to continue 
in the program. To help those students, HDR employees helped the 
boys design their own multifunction room. As a surprise at the end 
of the design process, the HDR Foundation provided the funding for 
the project, which turned a former storage room into the hangout and 
study space of the boys’ dreams.

2 | Packing with a Punch
During HDR’s Resources Business Group Conference in 
October 2016, hundreds of HDR employees and their 
families spent two hours packaging more than 100,000 
meals for Kids Against Hunger. With Darryl Shoemaker as 
the employee sponsor, the HDR Foundation gave a $12,500 
small grant to fund half of the meals for the event, which 
was the largest ever for the organization.

3 | Building Bridges 
Five HDR volunteers, led by employee sponsor Daryn Hobbs, will 
work alongside five employees from PCL Construction to help 
Bridges to Prosperity construct a foot bridge in Panama. The 
community will have much-easier access to vital resources because 
of the bridge. The HDR Foundation grant will fund the project 
materials, and the volunteers will manage the project and travel to 
Panama for the final two weeks of construction.

Stories of Giving

5 | Students of Skiing 
Andrew Dougherty, a former professional skier turned HDR 
employee, helped Nordic Journeys receive a $15,000 grant to 
purchase skis, boots, bindings and poles for two schools in rural 
Alaska. Nordic Journeys helps foster health and recreation for 
students across Alaska by encouraging them to be active in cross-
country skiing, bringing in Olympic skiers and elite high school 
coaches to teach these kids skills that can last a lifetime.

6 | Cooking up Connections
Meals on Wheels Central Texas was in need of a new 
kettle to help cook the 545,000 meals that it delivers 
annually to nearly 3,000 central Texans, most of whom are 
elderly or disabled. The HDR Foundation’s $21,104 grant 
paid for a new 60-gallon, stainless steel kettle, which will 
help employee sponsor Noel Gonsalvez continue delivering 
meals for the organization – just as he has for nearly 
three decades. 

4 | Sustainable Scouts
In the second-largest grant ever given by the HDR 
Foundation, The Boy Scouts of America’s Heart of America 
Council will use the $80,000 to design and construct 
“green pod” campsites at Camp Bartle in Missouri. The 
sustainable design will provide permanent, level and well-
drained sites seeded with native grasses to control runoff, 
manage erosion and prevent sediment from entering the 
region’s creeks and streams. The conservation plan will set 
the national standard for the Boy Scouts of America, said 
HDR’s Kevin Keller, a longtime volunteer with the Heart of 
America Council.
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7 | On Deck for Learning
Employee sponsor Tina Gurdikian helped Bluff Lake Nature Center, 
a nonprofit in Denver, Colorado, receive a $16,000 grant to build 
a deck that will create safe access to Sand Creek for hundreds of 
school children who visit Bluff Lake every year. The deck will also 
provide seating and storage for educational equipment purchased by 
the grant. 

8 | Growing the Garden
Community Housing of Wyandotte County takes vacant, 
broken down homes or lots in Kansas City, Kansas, and 
restores them for homebuyers or community use. One of 
those restorations was Splitlog Urban Farm, which benefits 
a local elementary school and the surrounding community. 
With the HDR Foundation grant, Splitlog Urban Farm added 
an orchard, green space, irrigation system, educational 
pavilion and more.

9 | Supplies in Demand
The $15,000 grant helped Minnesota Literacy Council purchase 
31 Chromebook laptop computers to replace outdated units across 
its three locations. The organization helps individuals in the Twin 
Cities prepare for the GED exam by using volunteer teachers. One 
of those volunteers is employee sponsor Monica Peterson, who 
teaches science.

Stories of Giving

12 | Prosperous Preserve  
Capitol Land Trust redeveloped the trail at Randall 
Preserve thanks to its $14,890 grant, complete with a 
digital informational kiosk, three new benches and crushed 
shell and signage for the trail. The additions to the trail will 
provide educational opportunities for the community and 
the nearby elementary school and college. 

13 | Kits for Kids   
Our $15,000 grant to the Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation went to 
the purchase of VEX Robotics kits and additional supplies to support 
STEM education in the Apollo-Ridge School District in Spring Church, 
Pennsylvania. The school uses the supplies to teach eighth-grade 
students a new STEM-based curriculum to encourage and inspire 
students to pursue more advanced high school courses, and possible 
careers in STEM-related fields.

Learn more about the foundation  
at hdrinc.com/foundation.

10 | Taking the Reins
Heartland Equine Therapeutic Riding Academy in 
Gretna, Nebraska, uses equine-based therapy to improve 
physical and emotional quality of life for individuals with 
disabilities. HETRA’s $15,000 grant was used to grade 
and surface more than 11,000 square feet of a walkway 
and parking. Now the organization’s clients will not have 
to trek through rugged terrain that can be difficult for 
those using wheelchairs, walkers or braces. 

11 | Medical Gone Mobile
Cornbelt Diabetes Connection used its $15,000 grant 
to help purchase a new Mobile Diabetes Center, which is 
staffed by nurses and students from Nebraska Methodist 
College. The new Winnebago helped provide alternative 
healthcare delivery methods to test people with diabetes or 
related complications. 
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Pamela Pierce
Gregory Pierson
Richard Pilgrim
Renpi Pimomo
Angela Piner
Melford Placilla
John Plappert
Teresa Platin
Jean Plewman Smith

Michael Plummer
Randall Plummer
Matthew Polak
Kimberly Polk
Kent Pollak
Randle Pollock
Anna Pomar
Benjamin Poole
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Brandi Popenhagen
Gayle Portera
Jeanette Powers
Nicole Pozos
Raj Prasad
Chandra Prasad
Sasha Prewitt
Thomas Price
Jeanette Price
Patrick Primm
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Frank Proctor Jr.
Daniel Prokop
Herbert Protin
James Provance
Michael Pucci
Mary Putnam

Q  
Sean Quarry
Robert Quiggle
Jill Quigley
Peter Quinn
Michael Quinn
Anthony Quintrall
John Quirus
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Kimberly Ramaekers
Tracy Randazzo
Dorothy Raposa
Kim Rasmussen
Joseph Rath
Vinton Rathburn
Kurt Rautenstrauch
Yogesh Ravichandar
Bonne Rawley
Joseph Readling
Autumn Reagor
David Reardon
Christopher Rector
Brandon Reda
Benjamin Redding
Matthew Redington
Lisa Reece
Scott Reed
Denise Reed
Michele Reed-Ball
Dennis Reep
Judie Refvik
Beth Regan
Matthew Reid
Peter Reilly
Richard Reilly Jr.
Jared Reiter
Gerard Reminiskey
Carolyn Renfro
Paula Renner
Robert Richardson
Lisa Richardson
Phillip Richardson Jr.
Nicole Riche
Melissa Rider
Robert Riede
Cindy Rieke
Jeffrey Riesselman
Philip Riggio
Ryan Riggs
Eric Riley
Linda Riley
Todd Riley
Charlotte Riley
Sarah Ringling
Steven Riojas
Danielle Risse
Julie Rivera
Shay Roalson
Marci Roan-Polk
Amber Robinson
Christopher Robinson
David Roche
Joe Rock
Shawn Rodda

Laurie Roden
Joshua Rodgers
George Rodriguez
Alberto Rodriguez
James Roe
Virginia Roether
Miguel Rogerio
Jill Roghair-Michael
David Rohan
Colin Rohlfing
Barry Rolle
Erin Rooney
Gheorghe Rosca Jr.
Timothy Rose
Kevin Rose
Rachel Rosenblum
Michael Roughan
Cheryl Rountree
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Michal Ruedy
Scott Rustand
Thomas Ryan
Matthew Ryan
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Joshua Salazar
Oscar Salazar-Bueno
Samuel Saldivar
Fuad Saleh
Carol Sammons
Thomas Sanders
Nitesh Sangam
Thomas Sansoni
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Steven Scaglione
John Scales
Daniel Schack
Jeffrey Schaefer
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Cynthia Schauss
Otto Scheible
Eric Scherch
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Jonathan Schick
Brent Schiller
Robert Schimpf
Colleen Schinker
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Nancy Schlicting
Michael Schmedt
Cheryl Schmidt
Michael Schmidt
Jacob Schmitz
Richard Schmudde
Daryl Schneider
Meagan Schnoor
Thomas Schoen
Benjamin Scholtz
Karlee Schrunk
Michael Schubert
Steven Schukraft
Barbara Schuler
Kimberly Schulz
Dennis Schulze
Cynthia Schwab
Joseph Schwarz
Carla Schwebach
Russell Schwehr
Kyle Schwieterman
John Scott
Kerri Scott
Troy Scott
Ruth Scott
Charles Scroggin
Amy Seda
Steven Sedlacek
Matthew Selinger
Justin Semin
Ellen Sespaniak
Lindsay Shagla
Adah Shair
Stephanie Shamblin Gray
Susan Shane
Joanne Shaner
Kristine Shaner
Mary Shanks
Sandra Shaposky
Hamid Sharifnia
William Sharp
Graham Sharpe
James Shea
Robert Shearer



Our Contributors

Uriel Shelby
Thomas Shelton
John Sherk
Bethany Shingleton
Adam Shockley
Darryl Shoemaker
Douglas Sholl
Aniko Shuey
Michael Siedschlag
Glen Siegfried
Sandra Siemens
William Sigler
Susan Signor
Scott Sikel
Mark Sikora
Evelio Siller III
Georgia Simon
Charles Sinclair
Lisa Singer
John Singleton
Victoria Sironen
Lee Peterson Sisco
Anthony Sjuts
Bernard Skar
Christine Skinner
David Skinner
Christothea Sklavounakis
Erin Slayton
Craig Smart
Kathleen Smith
Thomas Smith
Rich Smith
Richard Smith
Isaac Smith
Kyle Smith
Rebecca Smith
Cindy Smith
Mark Smith
David Smoak
Sebastian Smoot
Carol Snead
Lisa Snowden
Kevin Snyder
Ricardo Socorro
Patrick Solomon
Marc Soriano
Mike Soriano
Michael Sorum
Jeffrey Sosalla-Bahr
Kimberly Sosalla-Bahr
Kathryn Sosnowchik
Ahmad Soueid
Ronald Sova
Leslie Sowles
Stephen Spain
Benjamin Spargo
Ronalee Spellecacy
Heidi K. Spoor
Joseph Spradling
Joshua Springer
Kandi Srb-Vampola
Philip Stach
David Stahl
Amanda Stahlnecker
Leslie Stahmer
Mark Stanley
Jonathan Starling

Jason Starr
Zachary Stein
Barbara Steinberg
John Steinert
Pamela Steinhart
Mark Stephens
Jerry Stevens
Eric Stewart
Roger Stewart
Rebecca Stiles
Carol Stohlmann
Casey Stokes
Bradford Stone
Gillian Stone-Hall
Gregory Stonehouse
Angelina Stoner
Christopher Storms
Justin Stover
David Stransky
Carter Strickland
Nicholette Strotman
Christopher Strunk
Phillip Stump
Robert Sturdivant
Jara Sturdivant-Wilson
Bryan Sturm
Candy Stutzke
Erki Suarez
Barbara Sullard
David Summers
Patricia Sumrall
Simon Sun
Alexandria Supino
Laura Sussman
Dennis Switaj
Gregory Swoboda
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Benjamin Taggett
Robyn Tamaroff
Junjian Tang
Staci Taniguchi
Kendal Tanner
Jon Tanner
Dan Tarantino
David Taylor
Lewis Tefft Jr.
Jeffrey Teig
Shannon Teixeira
Hope Tennery
Patricia Terhaar
Brenda Terry
Melissa Terry
Patricia Thayer
Nancy Theobald
Kevin Thernes
Vicki Thiel
Teresa Thiele
Lance Thies
James Thomas
Nicholas Thompson
Kendra Thompson
Marcella Thompson
Ryan Thompson
Julia Thomson
James Thomson Jr.
Timothy Thomure
Jennifer Thoren

Brian Thorsvold
Todd Tierney
Katriina Timm
Anthony Timperio
Linc To
Thomas Todd
Zachary Toledo
Sasa Tomic
Matthew Tondl
Nancy Tonnell
Kristopher Tourek
Wallace Towe
Richard Townsend
Steven Tozer
James Tran
Michael Trella
Paul Tremel
Barry Trevarrow
Jack Tseng
Lisa Tuck
Ashley Tucker
Michael Tugman
Lee Tupper
Emilie Turner
Glen Turney
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Brian Umbarger
Robin Upchurch
Ricardo Uricoechea
Pepi Ursillo
Lori Utley
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Heather Vacek
Leo Valder III
Edmundo Valencia Jr.
Gary Valentine
James Van Dien
Jennifer Van Haitsma
Christopher Van Natta
Victor Van Santen
Nicholas Van Wyhe
Kendall Vande Kamp
Thomas Vandeveer
Susan Vansandt
Samuel Varnicle
Peter Varnum
John Vaterlaus
Samuel Vaugh
Lorraine Veltri
Robert Victor
Laurie Vik
David Vinson II
Matthew Volz
William Vonden kamp
Eric Vongunden
Brian Voorhees
Lisa Voyce
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Eric Wadell
Lisa Wadsworth
Matthew Wagner
Cameron Waite
Brian Waite
Wendy Waites
James Wajda
Thomas Waldron

Randall Walker
Victoria Walker
Ryan Walker
John Walker
Kevin Walker
Josey Walker
Philip Waller
Jill Wallschlaeger
Tara Walmsley
Margaret Walsh
Claudia Walsh
Michael Walters
Gang Wang
Brian Ward
Michael Warlen
Terry Warner
Shawn Washer
Steven Waterston
Brian Watson
Karen Watterson
Kurt Watzek
Melani Weale
Keith Weaver
Judith Webster
Gregory Wells
Kurt Wells
Brock Wendlandt
Damian Wentzel
Keith Werner
Chester Werts
David Weseman
John Westcott
David Weston
Ellis Whitby
Francesca White
Stephanie White
Andrew White
Benjamin White
Cynthia Whitehead
Tina Whitfield
Stephen Whitley
Holly Whitley-Cataldo
Wayne Whitmarsh
Christine Whittaker
Melissa Widseth
Jeffrey Wiegand Jr.
Scott Wigle
Matthew Wigle
Doug Wignall
Jennifer Wik
Robert Wiksell
Gary Wilder
Cory Wilkinson
Bruce Willey
Terence Williams
Gregory Williams
Matthew Williams
Valerie Williams
Bradley Williams
Ann Williams
Shannon Williams
JoAnn Williams
Brenda Williams
Barry Williams Jr.
Albert Williamson
Chris Wilson
Douglas Wilson

Stephen Wilson
Andrew Wilson
Wayne Wilson
John Wimberly
Jonathan Winer
Terri Winslow
Charles Witherspoon
Paul Witt
Heather Witt
Alicia Wittberger
Michael Witter
Daniel Woehl
Brett Wolfe
John Wolfe Jr.
David Wong
Todd Wong
Katherine Wood
Bryon Wood
Christian Wood
Kevin Woods
Rebecca Worsham
Carol Worsham
William Wright
Cole Wycoff
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John Yadlosky
David Yentzer
Todd Yerdon
Michael Yoder
Timothy Yonce
Andrew Yosten
Gudrun Young
Scott Young
Thomas Young
Patrick Young
Christina Young
Karl Yrjanainen
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Brian Zabloudil
Leonel Zapata
Sarah Zappala
Lara Zawaideh-Syrocki
Gregory Zeiss
Ashley Zellner
Benjamin Zeman
Mary Zgoda
John Ziegenbein
Scott Zilka
Elsa Zimmerly
Chad Zimmerman
Peter Zipf
Chariti Zlateff
Bryan Zundel

HDR FOUNDATION 
PLEDGE CARD

Please make checks payable to HDR Foundation and mail to: HDR Foundation
 Attn: Leslie Spethman
 8404 Indian Hills Drive
 Omaha, NE 68114

First Name   Last Name 

Email   Employee ID 

Credit Card #     Exp  /    CCV 

Billing Zip Code    Type of Card:     Visa      Mastercard     AMEX      Discover
*May take 2-3 days for processing once recieved

 Check here to be left off the HDR Foundation’s annual report

Note: Please fold and place into envelope to protect your information, or call us at 402.399.4817 to donate 
via phone.

Please accept my contribution of $_______________  to the HDR Foundation. 

_______ % General Giving Account            _______ %  Disaster Assistance Account  
(maximum 25%)

Please elect whether you wish to contribute to the HDR Foundation’s General Giving Account or Disaster 
Assistance Account. You may contribute a maximum of 25 percent to the Disaster Assistance Account,  
which provides grants to HDR employees who incur uninsured losses or expenses due to specially 
designated federal disasters. If you do not make an election, your donation will be made entirely to the 
General Giving Account, which provides grants to organizations that support the HDR Foundation’s areas 
of focus.  



Leadership

Board of Directors
Eric Keen (Chair) 
President & COO

Doug Wignall 
President, HDR Architecture

Judy Webster 
Director, Human Resources

Rex Fisher 
Director, Corporate Relations

Gary Bleeker 
Retiree

Nick Overby
Young Professional Representative

Contact
HDR Foundation 
Attn: Leslie Spethman 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68114

402.399.4817 
HDRFoundation@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/foundation

Jenna Borovansky (Chair) 
Resources Representative

Lionel Zapata 
Federal Representative

Sandy Shaposky 
EST Representative

Nick Konen  
Civic Representative 

Mike Walters 
EOC Representative

Scott Goehri 
Transportation Representative

Kira Olson 
Water Representative

Jean Hansen 
Healthcare Representative

Angela Lisec 
Corporate Representative

Paula Renner 
At-Large Representative

2016 Grant Giving Committee

On the cover: Photo courtesy of Zachary A. Banachowski.
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